
 

 

 

Take a Chance on Me 

Bible Story: Take a Chance on Me (David and 
Goliath) • 1 Samuel 17 
Bottom Line: Honor others by giving them a 
chance. 
Memory Verse: Love one another deeply. Honor 
others more than yourselves. Romans 12:10 (NIrV) 
Life App: Honor—Letting someone know you see 
how valuable they really are 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to 
be treated. 

 

SOCIAL ACTIVITY 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
What You Do: 

 Guide kids to stand in a circle around you. 

 Call out a series of qualifiers, guiding kids to 
move a particular way. You might say:  

o If you’re wearing red, stomp your 
feet.  

o If you’re wearing tennis shoes, touch 
your toes.  

o If you’re wearing green, spin around. 
o If you have short hair, touch your 

nose. 
o If you have long hair, touch your 

ears. 
o If you’re wearing blue, put your 

hands on your hips. 
o If you’re wearing socks, touch your 

knees.  
o If you have brown hair, clap your 

hands three times. 
o Feel free to come up with some of 

your own. 

 End by calling, “If God loves you, give 
someone a high five!”  

 Throughout the game, keep a quick pace to 
keep interest high.  

What You Say: 
[Transition] “In Large Group, we’ll hear about 
something that God wants everyone to do. Let’s 
go learn more.” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
1.  Five Smooth Stones  
What You Need: Bibles, “Five Smooth Stones” 
(Activity Page), bowls of water, towels  
What You Do: 

 Use the Bible navigation tips below to help 
kids look up and “read” the verse.  
Finding verses with kindergartners: Guide children 

to open the Bibles to the marked page. Point to the 
word Romans at the top of the page as you say 
“Romans” aloud. Then guide children to find the big 
number 12 on the page. Explain that this is the 
chapter number. Finally, guide them to look under the 
big 12 for the little 10; this is the verse number. Tell 
them to leave their finger on the verse as you read it 
aloud. Then lead everyone to say the verse together. 
 
Finding verses with 1

st
 graders: Guide kids to open 

their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. 
(Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to 
show kids what the page looks like.) When kids find 
the table of contents, lead them to find Romans in the 
list under “New Testament.” You can help by telling 
them that Romans starts with the letters R-O. When 
kids find Romans, lead them to look at the page 
number beside the word. Explain that the number tells 
them on what page they can find Romans. Help 
children find the page. When they find Romans, 
explain that the big numbers on the page are the 
chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 12. Explain 
that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them 
find verse 10 in chapter 12. Read the verse aloud. 
Then lead everyone to say the verse together. 

 Help kids get into groups of two or three.  

 Give each group a shallow bowl of water 
and a set of five stones. 



 

 

 Guide kids to take turns floating the stones 
(blank sides up!) in the water. Be prepared 
for a chorus of “whoa!” and “cool!” when the 
words emerge! 

 When teams reveal all their words, guide 
them to work together to put the stones in 
order.  

o They will have to gently move the 
floating stones around, and keep 
adjusting them until they stay 
(relatively) in order. 

o Direct kids to move the stones gently 
and slowly, so the paper stones 
keep floating and the water isn’t too 
“choppy.”  

 “Read” the verse aloud again, encouraging 
kids to say it with you.   

What You Say: 
“Romans 12:10 tells us to: Honor others more than 
yourselves (NIrV). What do you think it means to 
honor others more than yourself? (Pause.) Yes! 
God wants us to think about how we can show 
OTHERS they’re valuable instead of thinking about 
ourselves first.  
 
“Why do you think God wants us to honor others? 
(He loves them; He wants people to know how 
valuable they are to Him; God wants us to honor 
them so they can know that He loves them.) Yes! 
God wants everyone to know how special and how 
valuable they are to Him. One way that people can 
know how valuable they are to God is for US to 
show them honor. Because when we honor others, 
we show them that we see them as God sees 
them, and that’s a GREAT thing! So this week, 
[Bottom Line] honor others by giving them a 
chance.” 
 
2. Honor Others 
What You Need: Star stickers, music 
What You Do: 

 Guide each child to find a partner. (If you 
have an odd number of kids, invite one to 
be your assistant.) 

 Give each child a sheet of star stickers. 
These are “stars of honor.” 

 Play the music, guiding kids to quickly place 
all their stickers on their partners. When 
their sheet is empty, they can race to take 
stickers off themselves and put them on 
their partners. It will be a mad dash as kids 
scramble to out “honor” each other!  

 The game ends when you stop the music.  

 Congratulate kids for honoring others more 
than themselves.  

What You Say: 
“You guys did a great job honoring each other. 

When we honor others, we let them know how 

valuable they really are. What are some ways you 

can honor others this week? Could you let your little 

brother or sister choose what game to play or what 

show to watch? Could you sit with someone new at 

lunch? Could you choose someone different for 

your team? Could you play with someone you don’t 

normally play with? What are some other ways you 

could [Bottom Line] honor others by giving 

them a chance? (Pause.) So this week, 

remember: [Bottom Line] honor others by giving 

them a chance.” 

 
 
  



 

 

 

You’ve Got a Friend 

Bible Story: You’ve Got a Friend (David and 
Jonathan) • 1 Samuel 18:1-11; 19:1-7; 20:1-42 
Bottom Line: Honor others by putting them first. 
Memory Verse: Love one another deeply. Honor 
others more than yourselves. Romans 12:10 (NIrV) 
Life App: Honor—Letting someone know you see 
how valuable they really are 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to 
be treated. 

 

SOCIAL ACTIVITY 
What You Need: Offering container 
What You Do: 

 Invite kids to place their offerings in the 
container.  

 Guide kids to stand with their hands on their 
knees.  

 Ask a series of “Would you rather be first or 
last . . .” questions, guiding kids to stand up 
if they’d rather be first and squat low if 
they’d rather be last.  

 Remind them to “get ready” for the next 
question by putting their hands on their 
knees again. 

 You might ask: Would you rather . . . 
o . . . be first or last in line at a 

restaurant? 
o . . . be first or last in line for a 

kickball? 
o . . . be first or last in line for ice 

cream? 
o . . . be first or last to be called back 

at the doctor’s office? 
o . . . be first or last in line at school? 
o . . . be first or last in line for a 

carnival game? 

o . . . be first or last to choose a prize 
from a prize bucket? 

o . . . be first or last in line for a movie? 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
1. Others First  
What You Need: “Others First” Activity Page 
What You Do: 

 Lead kids in a variation of “Mother, May I?”  

 Lead kids to line up shoulder to shoulder at 
one end of your environment.  

 Call a child’s name and read one of the 
scenarios from “Others First” (Activity 
Page), or call out a scenario that’s relevant 
to your group.  
NOTE: First graders may be able to “fill in 
the blank” and come up with a way that the 
child in the scenario could put others first. 
Kindergarteners may need to choose from 
the suggested options.  

 Guide the child who answers the question to 
choose another child to move forward. 

 As in the game “Mother, May I?” give the kid 
who gets chosen a specific number and 
type of steps to move forward. 

What You Say: 
“You all chose some great ways to put others first! 
What’s one way that YOU can put others first this 
week? (Allow time for a couple responses.) [Make 
It Personal] (Tell kids a way you’ll put others 
first this week, too.) So, remember: [Bottom 
Line] honor others by putting them first. When 
you do, you’ll be treating others like they matter to 
God, and that’s a great thing!”  
 
2.  You’ve Got a Friend 
What You Need: “You’ve Got a Friend” Activity 
Pages; markers or crayons  



 

 

What You Do: 

 Give each child an Activity Page.  

 Encourage kids to color the figures to look 
like themselves and one of their friends.  

 [Make It Personal] Draw a “portrait” of 
you and one of your friends, too. 

 As kids create, invite them to tell you about 
their friends: how long they’ve known them, 
what they like about them, what they enjoy 
doing together, etc.  

 If kids finish early, invite them to turn their 
papers over and draw something they enjoy 
doing with their friend.  

What You Say: 
“I see a lot of special friends! In our Bible story 
today, we heard about two more very special 
friends.  
 
  



 

 

 
 

Count on Me 
Bible Story: Count on Me (David and 
Mephibosheth) • 2 Samuel 9:1-13 (Supporting: 2 
Samuel 4:4) 
Bottom Line: Honor others by keeping your 
promises. 
Memory Verse: Love one another deeply. Honor 
others more than yourselves. Romans 12:10 (NIrV) 
Life App: Honor—Letting someone know you see 
how valuable they really are 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to 
be treated. 
 

SOCIAL ACTIVITY 
What You Need: Offering container 
What You Do: 

 Guide kids to place their offerings in the 
container.  

 Ask, “What is a promise? (Saying that you’ll 
do something) What does it mean to keep 
your promises? (To do what you say you’re 
going to do) 

 Encourage kids to think of the craziest 
promises that could NEVER be kept.  
Could they promise to: 

o chew bubble gum for 1,000 years—
without stopping? 

o ride an ostrich to church? 
o take a giraffe to school? 
o give a shark a bath? 
o ride a unicorn on a rainbow? 
o brush a tiger’s teeth? 

 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 

1.  I Promise 
What You Need: “I Promise!” cards (Activity Page) 
in a bag 
What You Do: 

 Guide kids to stand in a circle.  
Note: If you have kids who are still learning 
to maintain their personal space, provide 
carpet squares, vinyl disks, or other place 
markers for kids to stand on. 

 Draw a card from the bag and say, “I 
promise to (name the action shown on the 
card).” Then do that action.  

 Guide the child to your right to draw a card, 
look at it, and promise to do the action 
shown—all while you continue to do your 
action!  

 Keep going around the circle with each child 
continuing to do their original action while 
adding a new promised action for each 
additional turn. (I promise to pat my 
shoulder and nod my head; I promise to pat 
my shoulder, nod my head, and touch my 
nose.)   

 You can either let kids draw their own cards 
from the bag or draw cards for them and 
name the action on the card. 

What You Say: 
“Whew! That was fun! You guys did a great job 
keeping your promises. What is a promise? (Saying 
that you’ll do something)  In our Bible story today 
we heard about someone who kept an 
important promise.  
 
2.  The King’s Table  
What You Need: Paper plates, cups, napkins, 
markers 
What You Do: 

 Guide kids to sit in a circle.  

 Give each child a paper plate, a napkin, and 
a paper cup.  



 

 

 Direct kids to draw smiley faces on their 
napkins and sad faces on their cups.  

 Lead kids to put their “place settings” on the 
floor in front of them.  

 Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 9 and read the 
Bible story points below.  

 Tell kids to hold up their happy face napkins 
if what happened is something happy or 
good and to hold up their cups if it’s 
something unhappy or bad.  

o Before David became king, he and 
King Saul's son, Jonathan, were 
best friends. David promised 
Jonathan that he would always be 
kind to Jonathan and his family.  

o One day David found out that Saul 
and Jonathan had died in battle. 

o After David became king, he 
remembered the promise he had 
made to Jonathan.  

o David asked if there was anyone left 
from Saul and Jonathan's family. 
Saul’s servant, Ziba, said that a son 
of Jonathan was still alive.  

o His name was Mephibosheth [meh-
FIHB-o-shehth], and his feet were 
hurt so that he couldn’t walk. 

o David brought Mephibosheth to the 
palace and told him that he would be 
kind to him because of Jonathan. 

o Mephibosheth and his family came 
to live in Jerusalem, and 
Mephibosheth always ate with 
David, just like one of the king’s own 
sons.  

 Close by guiding kids to draw their favorite 
parts of the story on their plates. 

What You Say: 
“David promised Jonathan that he would always be 
kind to him and his family. Even after Jonathan 

died, David was kind to Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s 
son. David honored Jonathan by keeping his 
promise!  
 
“Did David do what he said he was going to do? 
(Pause.) Doing what you say you’re going to do is a 
great choice. In fact, it’s a wise choice. Because 
when you do what you say you’re going to do, 
people trust you more. And when you do what you 
say you’re going to do, people feel like you care 
about them.  
 
“So, if you tell your mom that you’ll pick up your 
room before you play your video game, pick up 
your room first. If you tell your little sister that she 
can play with you, let her play with you. If you tell 
your friend that they can choose first, let them 
choose first. Whatever you do, [Bottom Line] 
honor others by keeping your promises.” 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 

The Lion Sleeps 
Tonight 
Bible Story: The Lion Sleeps Tonight (Daniel Is 
Thrown Into a Den of Lions) • Daniel 6 
Bottom Line: Honor God by giving Him credit. 
Memory Verse: Love one another deeply. Honor 
others more than yourselves. Romans 12:10 (NIrV) 
Life App: Honor—Letting someone know you see 
how valuable they really are 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 
 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
What You Do: 

 Ask: Which is stronger: 
o a caterpillar or a cat? 
o a butterfly or a bird? 
o a whale or a worm? 
o a goldfish or a gorilla? 
o a shark or a sheep? 
o a grasshopper or a grizzly bear? 
o a ladybug or a lion? 

 Guide kids to vote by moving like the 
stronger animal. 

What You Say: 
[Transition] “Let’s go to Large Group where 
we’ll hear about someone who is stronger than 
a whole group of animals!” 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 

SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY 
1. Hungry, Hungry . . . Lions?  
What You Need: Bibles, crumpled “Romans 12:10” 
Activity Page papers, plastic disposable bowls, 
painter’s tape 

What You Do: 

 Help kids look up and “read” the verse using 
the Bible navigation tips from Week 1. 

 Use the tape to mark a large square on the 
floor.  

 Guide each child to find a partner and sit 
together outside the square.  

 Give each team a plastic bowl. This will be 
their “lion.” 

 Throw all the crumpled paper in the middle.  

 At your signal, the kids use both hands to 
place the bowl on top of the paper “balls” 
and scoop them to the outside of the 
square.  

 Kids may not cross the tapeline on any side 
of the square. 

 When kids collect all the paper “balls,” guide 
teams to carefully open the ones they 
collected and try to put the verse in order.  

 Challenge kids to work as a group to make 
sure each team has a complete set of verse 
papers. 

 Play again as time allows.  

 Add challenge by playing “two-legged race”-
style: each partner places one hand on the 
bowl and the kids work together to collect 
the paper “balls.”  

What You Say: 
“Our Bible verse says: Love each other deeply. 
Honor others more than yourselves (Romans 12:10 
NIrV). Daniel loved God so much that he honored 
God by praying to Him even though it was against 
the law. He honored God even though it meant that 
he’d be thrown into a den of lions!   
 
“Sometimes other people may not like it when we 
honor God and give Him credit. But just like Daniel, 
we can honor God no matter what other people 
think. So remember: [Bottom Line] honor God by 
giving Him credit.” 



 

 

 
2. All Credit  
What You Need: chenille stems, aluminum foil 
sheets 
What You Do: 

 Briefly unpack what it means to honor God 
and give Him credit.  

 Ask: If you made a trophy for God, what 
would it look like? 

 Encourage kids to work either alone or in 
groups to make trophies that [Bottom Line] 
honor God by giving Him credit. The kids’ 
creativity is the only limit! 

What You Say: 
“Our Bottom Line this week is: [Bottom Line] 
Honor God by giving Him credit. What does it 
mean to give God credit? (To say that He’s the 
reason for the things that happen to us; to thank 
Him; to tell other people what He does)  
 
“How did Daniel give credit to God? (He prayed to 
God even though it meant he would get in trouble; 
He said God sent his angel to save him) What are 
some ways that you can give credit to God? (I can 
thank him; I can dance for Him; I can sing songs to 
Him; I can tell others about Him) So remember: 
[Bottom Line] honor God by giving Him credit.” 
 


