
	

S M A L L                     G R O U P

SMALL GROUP LEADER GUIDE 
 

The Beginner’s Guide to Connecting with God / Week 2 
 
 

LEADER PREP 
____________________ 
 
BOTTOM LINE 
We can all freely connect with 
God. 
 
SCRIPTURE 
Luke 7:37–38 NLT 
Luke 7:41-48 NLT 
 
GOAL OF SMALL GROUP 
To show students that because 
of Jesus, they have the freedom 
to connect with God no matter 
who they are or what they’ve 
done. 
 
THINK ABOUT THIS 
Standing out isn’t necessarily a 
desirable thing for a middle 
schooler. Even if you have 
students who seem to love the 
spotlight or enjoy being the 
center of attention, remember 
that for the majority of your few, 
blending in is the goal. That’s 
what can make something like 
attending church or participating 
in small group feel vulnerable 
and challenging for your 
students—especially if they feel 
like certain behaviors, choices, 
or mistakes will make them stand 
out and seem out of place.  
 
 
 

CONVERSATION GUIDE 
______________________________________________ 
 
This guide is a suggestion, not a formula. Adjust the questions and activities 
as needed, and don’t feel like you need to do, or ask, everything you see 
here. 
 
JUST FOR FUN 
Share a time you stood out in a crowd or felt out a place for a funny or 
silly reason! 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Those are great stories! Way to stand out in the crowd! 
 

1. What’s one thing that might make a middle schooler stand out in a 
crowd? 

2. How might someone feel when they think they don’t belong or fit in 
with a group? 

3. What’s one reason a person might feel like they don’t fit in or belong 
at church? 

4. Do you think Jesus wants everyone to be connected to Him? Why or 
why not? 

5. How does knowing that Jesus made a way for everyone to connect 
with Him change the way you feel about . . .  
o God? 
o Church? 
o Your small group? 

6. What do you think it means to love God with all your heart? 
7. This week, what’s one step you’ll take to connect with God through 

your heart? 
 

XP (EXPERIENCE) 
This week you’ll continue to help your middle schoolers create their own 
personalized “Beginner’s Guide to Connecting with God.” Simply pass out 
the provided notecard to each of your students, ask them to fill it out 
during group, and then collect the cards before they leave. Be sure to 
keep their cards organized and in a safe place as you’ll be assembling all 
of the cards into a booklet in Week 5 of this series. 
 
 



	

WE CAN ALL FREELY CONNECT WITH GOD 
I don't have to worry that my choices or behaviors get in the way of 

me connecting with God. Nothing has to hold me back because Jesus offers me 
freedom and forgiveness from my sins. I'm free to love God with all my heart, 

and I can freely connect with Him no matter what. 

When I feel unworthy of connecting with God or like I don’t measure up, 
I’ll _____________________________________________________.
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