
	

S M A L L                     G R O U P

SMALL GROUP LEADER GUIDE 
 

The Beginner’s Guide to Connecting with God / Week 5 
 
 

LEADER PREP 
____________________ 
 
BOTTOM LINE 
Using your talents and gifts is a 
way to connect with God.  
 
SCRIPTURE 
1 Peter 4:10-11 NLT 
 
GOAL OF SMALL GROUP 
To encourage students to 
recognize the ways God has 
gifted them and to use those gifts 
to connect with Him and others. 
 
THINK ABOUT THIS 
As you know, self-awareness is 
a struggle for your few in this 
phase. And that means your 
middle schoolers might have a 
hard time seeing exactly what 
gifts, talents, and skills God has 
given them. While they’ll be 
quick to identify the gifts of 
others or even the gifts they wish 
they had themselves, naming 
their own God-given skills and 
talents won’t be as easy. That’s 
why this week is so important for 
your few! It’s helping them 
exercise their muscle of self-
awareness in a new way! 
 
 
 

CONVERSATION GUIDE 
______________________________________________ 
 
This guide is a suggestion, not a formula. Adjust the questions and activities 
as needed, and don’t feel like you need to do, or ask, everything you see 
here. 
 
JUST FOR FUN 
What’s your hidden talent? 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
We have a lot of interesting talents in this group, don’t we? 
 

1. What’s a gift, talent, or skill that you wish you had? 
2. What’s an example of a gift, talent, or skill that people can use to 

connect with God? 
3. Why do you think some people believe they don’t have the right gifts, 

talents, or skills to connect with God? 
4. Why do you think some gifts, talents, or skills feel more important or 

feel more natural than others?  
5. How does knowing God gave you specific gifts, talents, or skills for a 

purpose change the way you see them? 
6. What’s one example of a gift, talent, or skill God has given you? 
7. This week, what’s one way you can use that gifts, talent, or skill to 

show God’s love and connect with God?  
 

XP (EXPERIENCE) 
This week, you’ll finish helping your middle schoolers create their own 
personalized “Beginner’s Guide to Connecting with God.” You’ll hand out 
the final provided notecard to each of your students and ask them to fill it 
out during group. When they’re done, give them back the cards they filled 
out over the past four weeks, along with the provided cover card and 
binder ring. Punch holes in each card in the top left corner and ask your 
students to assemble their guides using the binder ring to hold all of the 
cards together. Remind your few that sometimes we just need to go back 
to the basics when connecting with God, and the guide they’ve created for 
themselves is a great place to start!  
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