
November 10th             

You’ve Got a Friend 
 

Bible Story: You’ve Got a Friend (David and Jonathan) • 

1 Samuel 18:1-11; 19:1-7; 20:1-42 

Bottom Line: Honor others by putting them first. 

Memory Verse: Love one another deeply. Honor others 

more than yourselves. Romans 12:10 (NIrV) 

Life App: Honor—Letting someone know you see how 

valuable they really are 

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be 

treated. 

 

10:42 

Both Campuses 

SFX:  Let’s Go!  

8:57/10:57/4:57 

 

9:12/10:57 

SFX:  PandaDrums 

SFX:  “WAKE” 

 

 Welcome & Announcements  

9:02/11:02/5:02 

 

9:17/11:02 

OPENER 

Host: “Welcome, everyone! This month is a very special month 

filled with very special people, VSPs! Wait, no—that’s not it. VIPs! 

Very IMPORTANT people. That’s all of you! 

 

“All of you deserve to be in the Hall of Fame, because all of you are 

VIPs. All of you deserve honor! 

 

CG: Honor Slide 

 

“Honor is letting someone know you see how valuable they 

really are. 

 

CG: Theme Slide 

 

“See, EVERYONE’s a VIP. Every person matters. Everyone deserves 

to know that they’re valuable. With our actions, we can show 

others that we SEE how valuable they are. We can honor each 

other by sticking together through thick and thin. 

 

“Guess what. I’ve got another great game for us to play today 

that’s all about sticking together. I call this one ‘BFF-Ball.’ 

 

CG: “BFF-Ball” Slide  

 

“It’s kind of like volleyball with your best friend smooshed to your 

 



side. 

 

“Our BFFs [Leader’s name] and [Leader’s name] will stand in the 

middle of the room holding a net between them. 

 

Give the volleyball net to two Leaders. Have them stand across the 

middle of the room, each one holding one side of the net and pulling 

it taut. 

 

“That means all of you on this side of the net are a team (point to 

the kids on one side of the room) . . . and all of you on this side are a 

team (point to the kids on the other side). 

 

“I’ll toss the beach ball to one team, and they have three chances 

to hit it back over the net. If they don’t, or the ball drops on the 

ground, it’s the other team’s point. And here’s a tip. Don’t try to 

spike the ball. Hit it gently UP in the air so you can get it over the 

net! 

 

“Now here’s where the whole smooshed-BFF part comes in. You 

and a friend will stand next to each other with your arms linked by 

the elbow—like this. (Demonstrate with a Leader.) That means both 

you and your partner will only have one hand to work with. But 

together, you’re like a whole person. Go ahead and pair up with 

someone—or if you want, you can be a trio of three. 

 

Let the kids partner up. Get the Leaders to help you and make sure 

every kid is part of a pair or trio. 

 

“I’m the referee, so I’ll keep track of the points as well as whose ball 

it is. First side to 10 points wins! Are you ready? Let’s play some 

BFF-Ball! 

 

SFX: Sports music (suggestion: “Eye on It” by TobyMac) 

 

Toss the beach ball to a team and count the number of hits out loud 

to help the kids keep track. Shout out the score frequently. 

 

“Great job, everyone! You don’t have to sit down, but you can 

unlink your arms, because you’ll need them to worship!” 

 

Worship Leaders enter as Host exits. 

 

9:07/11:07/5:07 

 

9:22/11:07 

WORSHIP 

WORSHIP LEADER: “What a fun day so far! It’s wonderful to see 

you all. Let’s sing about loving one another just as Jesus told us to 

do. One of the best ways we can honor God is to honor the people 

that He also created. Sing this with me. 

 



 

SFX: “Love One Another” / track 9 from Every Beat 

 

WORSHIP LEADER: “That’s right! We can worship God not just by 

singing, but also by loving the people around us. “Our God is so 

amazing and wonderful! In Psalm 9:1, David wrote: ‘Lord, I will give 

thanks to you with all my heart. I will tell about all 

the wonderful things you have done.’ (NIrV) Let’s use our time right 

now to sing and praise our wonderful God. 

 

SFX: “Wonderful” / track 12 from Can’t Stop, Won’t Stop 

 

Communicator enters as Worship Leaders exit. 

 

9:17/11:17/5:17 

 

9:32/11:17 

CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide 
SETTING UP THE STORY 

COMMUNICATOR: “Hi, everyone! We’re continuing to travel 

through God’s Big Story (hold up Bible), and today we’re continuing 

the story of a man named David. Later he would become KING 

David, but at this point in the story, he was ‘Almost King David.’ For 

now, he was a soldier for King Saul. God had already chosen David 

to be king of Israel AFTER Saul. But for now, Saul was still king. 

 

“David is referred to as ‘a man after God's own heart’ (hold up 

Bible), because he loved God. He listened to where God was 

leading him. Even though he knew God said he would be king 

someday, he didn’t try to steal the kingdom from Saul in the 

meantime. He knew that his time hadn’t come yet. 

 

“To help me tell the Bible story today, I thought we could do a little 

[your environment’s name]-style Sock Puppet Theater! 

 

SFX: Trumpet fanfare 

 

Three helpers enter, carrying the three outlandishly decorated sock 

puppets. They stand behind the curtain. Helper #1 has the King Saul 

puppet, Helper #2 has the Jonathan puppet, and Helper #3 has the 

David puppet. They move the puppets each time they’re referenced. 

 

NOTE: Be sure to have a printed copy of the script and a microphone 

behind the curtain for the helpers. 

 
YOU’RE MY BEST FRIEND 

COMMUNICATOR: “Let’s see, we have King Saul . . . Jonathan . . .” 

 

HELPER #1 (as SAUL): “Um . . . excuse me, it’s PRINCE Jonathan.” 

 

HELPER #2 (as JONATHAN): “Uh, it’s okay, Dad. They don’t have 

 



to call me that.” 

 

COMMUNICATOR: “Okay—PRINCE Jonathan . . . and David. 

 

All puppets disappear. 

 

“Our story begins after David defeated the giant Goliath. He did 

everything King Saul asked of him and was loyal to him. He even 

lived with him. While he lived there, he became friends with Saul’s 

son Jonathan.” 

 

Jonathan and David puppets appear. 

 

HELPER #3 (as DAVID): “Hey, Jon!” 

 

HELPER #2 (as JONATHAN): “Hey, Dave.” 

 

COMMUNICATOR: “These two guys were best friends! Listen to 

what Jonathan did for David. 

 

Open the Bible to 1 Samuel 18:4 (NIrV) and read. 

 

“Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David. He 

also gave him his military clothes. He even gave him his sword, his 

bow and his belt.” 

 

Jonathan gives the wrapped gift box to David. 

 

HELPER #2 (as JONATHAN): “Here. Take this.” 

 

HELPER #3 (as DAVID): “Uh . . . thanks!” 

 

Both puppets disappear. 

 

COMMUNICATOR: “This was an amazing thing for Jonathan to do. 

You see, Jonathan was next in line to be king. But then again, 

Jonathan must have seen how popular David was. He must have 

figured that the people might want DAVID to be king, after seeing 

how successful he was in battle. It seems like that would make 

Jonathan jealous, right? But instead of being jealous, he put David 

first.” 

 
JEALOUS GUY 

COMMUNICATOR: “I’ll tell you who WAS jealous of David: King 

Saul.” 

 

Saul appears. 

 



HELPER #1 (as SAUL): “David! Get over here!” 

 

David appears. 

 

HELPER #3 (as DAVID): “Yes, your Majesty?” 

 

HELPER #1 (as SAUL): “Can you believe the songs people are 

singing? (In mocking voice) Saul has killed thousands of men. David 

has killed tens of thousands (1 Samuel 18:7 NIrV). Oooooooh, that 

makes me so MAD! Take this!” 

 

Saul throws a pipe cleaner “spear” at David. 

 

HELPER #3 (as DAVID): “Ahhhhhh!” 

 

Saul and David disappear. 

 

COMMUNICATOR: “Whoa. Saul was so jealous he threw a spear at 

David! He told Jonathan and all the servants to try and KILL David. 

Jonathan warned David to hide and said he’d go talk to his father.” 

 

Jonathan and Saul appear. 

 

HELPER #2 (as JONATHAN): “Dad? Please don’t hurt David. He 

has done nothing but help you! He killed Goliath. God used him to 

win a great battle. Why would you want to kill him?” 

 

HELPER #1 (as SAUL): “Fine! I promise, David will not be put to 

death.” 

 

HELPER #2 (as JONATHAN): “Great! I’ll go tell him the good 

news.” 

 

Jonathan disappears. 

 

HELPER #1 (as SAUL): “Hmmmm. Actually, I changed my mind! 

I’m going to kill him! Mwahahaha!” 

 

Saul disappears. 

 

COMMUNICATOR: “Saul went back on his word. He tried to kill 

David, and he sent other men to try to kill him, too. So David fled—

away from the city.” 

 

David appears and runs from one end of the curtain to the other. 

 

HELPER #3 (as DAVID): “Ahhhhhh!” 

 



COMMUNICATOR: “David ran to where Jonathan was . . . 

 

Jonathan enters, on the side next to David. 

 

“. . . and the two of them made a deal.” 

 

HELPER #3 (as DAVID): “I’m so confused! What have I done? What 

crime have I committed? I haven’t done anything to harm your 

father. So why is he trying to kill me?” (1 Samuel 20:1 NIrV) 

 

HELPER #2 (as JONATHAN): “Don’t worry—that’ll never happen! 

My father doesn’t do anything without letting me know first.” 

 

HELPER #3 (as DAVID): “Um . . . are you sure? Your dad knows 

we’re best friends! I bet right now he’s thinking, ‘I don’t want 

Jonathan to know I’m planning to kill David.’” 

 

Saul pops up on the other side of the curtain—not in their 

conversation, but visible to the kids. 

 

HELPER #1 (as SAUL): “He’s right. That IS what I’m thinking.” 

 

Saul disappears. 

 

HELPER #2 (as JONATHAN): (To David) “I’ll do anything you want 

me to do for you.” 

 

HELPER #3 (as DAVID): “Okay. Tomorrow is the New Moon feast. 

I’m supposed to eat with your dad. But I’ll go and hide in the field. 

Tell your dad that I begged to hurry home to my family in 

Bethlehem. If he’s okay with that, it’ll mean I’m safe. But if he 

becomes very angry, that means he’s planning to harm me.” 

 

HELPER #2 (as JONATHAN): “All right. I’ll let you know. But when 

you become king one day, always be kind to me, just like God is. 

And never stop being kind to my family.” 

 

HELPER #3 (as DAVID): “Yes. I promise. But how will I get the 

message?” 

 

HELPER #2 (as JONATHAN): “Go into the field. Wait by the big 

stone out there. I’ll pretend I’m practicing my arrow shooting. Then 

I’ll send a boy out there. If I tell him, ‘The arrows are on the side of 

you,’ then that will mean you’re safe. But if I tell the boy, ‘The 

arrows are way past you,’ then go. That means God is telling you to 

leave.” 

 

HELPER #3 (as DAVID): “Thanks, my friend!” 



 

David and Jonathan fist bump and then exit. 

 
FARE THEE WELL 

COMMUNICATOR: “Well, it was the first night of the feast, and 

David’s seat was empty. Saul figured David had a good excuse for 

being gone. But let’s find out what happened when King Saul saw 

that David was missing on the second night too.” 

 

Saul and Jonathan appear, along with a fast food bag. 

 

HELPER #1 (as SAUL): “Hey. Where’s David?” 

 

HELPER #2 (as JONATHAN): “He went to visit his family in 

Bethlehem.” 

 

HELPER #1 (as SAUL): “What? I knew you were on his side! You 

will never be king as long as David is alive.” 

 

HELPER #2 (as JONATHAN): “Why do you want to kill him? He 

hasn’t done anything wrong!” 

 

HELPER #1 (as SAUL):  “Take this!” 

 

Saul throws a pipe cleaner “spear” at Jonathan. 

 

 

HELPER #2 (as JONATHAN): “Ahhhh!” 

 

Saul and Jonathan disappear. 

 

COMMUNICATOR: “Yikes! Saul was so mad that he threw a spear 

at his own son! 

 

“Jonathan went to the field to tell David the bad news. 

 

Jonathan appears, over on the far side of the curtain (where the 

“field” was before). 

 

“Jonathan shot the arrow and told the servant, ‘The arrows are far 

beyond you.’ But then he sent the servant away and went to find 

David hiding behind the rock.” 

 

David appears, next to Jonathan. 

 

HELPER #2 (as JONATHAN): (Sniffing) “Go in peace, my friend. 

Remember, we promised to be friends forever. Don’t forget to be 

kind to me and my family when you’re king.” 



 

David nods slowly. The two of them fist bump again and then 

disappear. 

 

COMMUNICATOR: “Let’s give a big hand to our sock puppet 

actors. (To the helpers) Thank you for that moving performance!” 

 

SFX: Trumpet fanfare 

 

All three puppets appear and bow. Then the helpers exit. 

 
WRAPPING UP THE STORY 

COMMUNICATOR: “David and Jonathan had to leave each ether, 

but they promised to stay friends forever. If you think about it, it 

was pretty amazing what Jonathan did for David. He was the 

prince—the next in line for the throne. But he wasn’t jealous of 

David. Instead, he trusted God. He honored David. He chose to put 

his friend first. 

 

“We need to remember to do that, too. Here’s our challenge for 

today. 

 

CG: Bottom Line Slide 

 

[Bottom Line] “Honor others by putting them first. 

 

“Let’s pray and ask God to help us do that.” 

 

CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide 

 

Pray 

COMMUNICATOR: “Dear God, thank You for this great story of 

honor. Jonathan and David were such good friends that they put 

each other’s needs above their own. Help us to do that, too. Help 

us to put others first—and to treat people with kindness instead of 

getting angry or jealous. We love You, and we pray these things in 

Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Worship Team  enters as Communicator prays 

 

 

9:30/11:30/5:30 

 

9:45/11:30 

WORSHIP (after the Communicator Script)  

WORSHIP LEADER: “One of the ways that we honor God is 

through our worship. This is a time to put Him first—by shutting 

everything else out and using our thoughts, words, and actions to 

praise Him. There’s no one like Him. Let’s worship Him now and 

show Him the honor that He deserves.” 

 

 



SFX: “What A Beautiful Name” / track 1 from Kidmin Worship 

Vol. 6 

 

9:33/11:33/5:33 

 

9:48/11:33 

LANDING 

COMMUNICATOR:  So as you head to small group, think about 

this. . .” 

CG: BL Slide:  “Honor others by putting them first.” 

 

9:35/11:35/5:35 

 

9:50/11:35 

Kids to Small Groups 

 

SFX: Play fun music as the kids exit. 

 

 

 


