
November 24th  

The Lion Sleeps Tonight 
 

Bible Story: The Lion Sleeps Tonight (Daniel Is Thrown 

Into a Den of Lions) • Daniel 6 

Bottom Line: Honor God by giving Him credit. 

Memory Verse: Love one another deeply. Honor others 

more than yourselves. Romans 12:10 (NIrV) 

Life App: Honor—Letting someone know you see how 

valuable they really are 

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 

10:42 

Both Campuses 

SFX:  Let’s Go!  

8:57/10:57/4:57 

 

9:12/10:57 

SFX:  PandaDrums 

SFX:  “WAKE” 

 

 Welcome & Announcements  

9:02/11:02/5:02 

 

9:17/11:02 

OPENER 

HOST: “Hello, everyone! I’ve had a fantastic month here with you 

VIPs. ALL of you deserve to be in the Hall of Fame. And you aren’t 

the only ones! Everyone you’ll ever meet is valuable. EVERYONE is a 

VIP. Our job is to make sure they know it. Our job is to show honor 

wherever we go! 

 

CG: Honor Slide 

 

“Honor is letting someone know you see how valuable they 

really are. 

 

CG: Theme Slide 

 

“I can’t WAIT to play today’s game, so let’s get to it! I need two 

brave Leaders who don’t have any concerns with food allergies . . . 

and who don’t mind getting a little messy. Let’s play ‘Fishing for 

Honor’! 

 

CG: “Fishing for Honor” Slide  

 

Bring up two Leaders. Give each of them a shower cap and poncho, 

and bring them to the table so they’re each sitting behind a pie pan 

and plastic cup. 

 

(To contestants) “All right, contestants. Your job is to try to ‘catch’ 

these delicious gummy fish. 

 



Drop a few gummy fish on each plate. 

 

“That’ll be tough, because they’ll be buried in the Arctic Ocean. 

 

Spray an entire can of whipped cream on each plate, covering the 

fish. 

 

“Oh—and I almost forgot. You cannot use your hands; you must go 

fishing with your face! Hands must stay behind your back the 

whole time. The first contestant to catch three fish and spit them 

into their cup will be the winner. 

 

(To audience) “Audience, your job is important, too. You have to 

cheer as loudly as you can for your contestant. This side of the 

room, you’re cheering for [Leader’s name]. And this side of the 

room, you’re cheering for [Leader’s name]. 

 

“Let’s get to it! On your marks, get set, go! 

 

SFX: Sports music (suggestion: “Get Ready for This” by 2 

 

Cheer for the Leaders and get the kids to cheer, too. Comment on 

the action and keep score. Declare the winner when one Leader gets 

three fish. 

 

Give the Leaders paper towels and wipes to clean up, and then 

dismiss them to their seats. 

 

“Wow—that was some serious commitment. I think both of our 

Leaders deserve some honor, don’t you? (Give them a round of 

applause.) Let’s keep the fun going by singing and worshipping 

God. He deserves all the honor we can give!” 

 

Worship Leaders enter as Host exits 

 

9:07/11:07/5:07 

 

9:22/11:07 

WORSHIP 

WORSHIP LEADER: “All right, friends—get up on your feet! I’m 

excited for today and all we’re going to learn, because it goes hand 

in hand with our praise for God. Our worship honors Him and 

celebrates all that He has done. Let’s give Him our very best today. 

Let’s rock this! 

 

SFX: “At the Top of My Lungs” / track 1 from At the Top of  

 

WORSHIP LEADER: “We can find these words in Psalm 105:2: ‘Sing 

to him, sing praise to him. Tell about all the wonderful things he has 

done.’ Right here, right now, we can choose to give our praise to 

God. Let’s sing this to Him. 

 



 

SFX: “Wonderful” / track 12 from Can’t Stop, Won’t Stop 

 

Communicator enters as Worship Leaders exit. 

 

9:17/11:17/5:17 

 

9:32/11:17 

CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide 
SETTING UP THE STORY 

COMMUNICATOR: “Hi, everyone! It’s great to see you. We’ve got 

a ROARing good story for you. (Hold up Bible.) I mean, this is one 

of the MANE events in the whole Bible. I’m not LION. 

 

“Yes, friends, it’s the story of Daniel in the lions’ den. It’s a very 

famous event, and it’s recorded in the book of . . . Daniel! But 

before we get there, let’s back up for a minute, because so far this 

month we’ve been following the story of King David. 

 

“David was a great king over God’s people. And after David, there 

were lots of different kings of Israel. Some of them listened to God 

. . . but others didn’t. Over and over, the Israelites turned away 

from God and started to worship other gods instead. God sent 

prophets to warn them that they were being disobedient. 

 

“One particularly bad king, King Jehoiakim, didn’t listen to any 

warnings. He ignored God’s law and led God’s people astray. So 

unfortunately God allowed Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, 

to invade Jerusalem. Nebuchadnezzar conquered all of Jerusalem, 

and then he took the Israelite people as captives back to Babylon. 

One young prisoner was a man named Daniel. 

 

“Even though Daniel was a captive in another nation, he didn’t stop 

following the laws of God. He still only ate the things he was 

supposed to, and he prayed three times a day. Because Daniel 

listened to God, others noticed how wise he was. He soon gained a 

position as one of the king’s advisors. Daniel served 

Nebuchadnezzar for many years. Then, when the Babylonians were 

conquered by another empire, Daniel was chosen to serve the new 

king: King Darius.” 

 

DANIEL PROMOTED 

COMMUNICATOR: “Now that we’re all caught up on the back 

story, it’s time to introduce our special guest. I’ve invited someone 

who was there to tell us what happened with Daniel. A first-paw 

account of the details. Please welcome . . . the lion!” 

 

SFX: “Circle of Life” from The Lion King 

 

HOST: “Fine . . . fine . . . I’m coming!” 

 

 



Host enters, reluctantly, in a full-body lion costume. He pauses mid-

stage and gives the kids a chance to admire the situation he’s in, and 

then sits down in one of the interview chairs. Communicator sits 

down next to him. 

 

SFX: Fade out music 

 

HOST: “I’m here . . . roar.” 

 

COMMUNICATOR: “Thank you, Mr. Lion, for joining us.” 

 

HOST: “It’s pronounced León.” 

 

COMMUNICATOR: “All right, Mr. . . . León. We’re so glad you 

could join us! You were there when all of this was going on. 

According to our sources (hold up the Bible), King Darius had 

appointed 120 royal rulers to oversee the kingdom. Did he not?”  

 

HOST: “I do remember a bunch of tasty-looking guys running 

around.” 

 

COMMUNICATOR: “There were 120, to be exact, and above THEM 

King Darius appointed just three big bosses that reported directly 

to HIM. Daniel was one of those three bosses. From what we 

understand, Daniel was doing such a good job that King Darius put 

him OVER the other two big bosses, so he reported directly to the 

king! He was like the BIG, big boss, and the others didn’t like that.” 

 

HOST: “You understand purrrrrr-fectly.”  

 

COMMUNICATOR: “Oh, good! Well, Mr. León, then you also know 

that the other two bosses wanted to bring Daniel down. But they 

couldn’t find anything that he was doing wrong! That the only 

thing they could use against him was that he followed God. So 

they concocted an evil plan—a plan that involved you and the rest 

of your furry friends.” 

 

HOST: “That’s right. They made a law.”  

 

COMMUNICATOR: “They convinced King Darius to make a law 

that, for 30 days, no one could pray to any god except the king . . . 

even though the king WASN’T a god. And if people didn’t obey the 

law, they'd be thrown into the lions' den. You knew all this, didn’t 

you, Mr. León? But you did nothing because you were finally going 

to get a tasty meal!” 

 

HOST: “Hey, wait a minute!” 

 



DANIEL TO THE DEN 

COMMUNICATOR: “Well, from what we understand, Daniel kept 

praying to God three times a day—just like clockwork. Even when 

he heard about the new law, he wouldn’t pray to anyone but 

God—the only REAL God. The other big bosses sent the royal 

officials to catch Daniel praying to God and not to the king. Then 

they went running back to King Darius to tell on him!” 

 

HOST: “Yes. That sounds right.” 

 

COMMUNICATOR: “You were just looking forward to eating 

Daniel, weren’t you? 

 

Host shrugs sheepishly. 

 

“Let’s look at the evidence in the book of Daniel. 

 

Open the Bible to Daniel 6:16 (NIrV) and read. 

 

“Daniel was brought out and thrown into the lions’ den. 

 

Nod toward the Host. 

 

“The king said to him, “You always serve your God faithfully. So may 

he save you!” 

 

“King Darius couldn’t save Daniel even though he wanted to. Not 

even a king could unbreak a law.” 
 

GOD SAVES THE DAY 

HOST: “It’s true. Daniel was tossed into the den with me and the 

other lions. They even put a heavy stone over the opening.” 

 

COMMUNICATOR: “Poor King Darius was so upset! HE never 

wanted to hurt Daniel. Daniel was his most trusted adviser! He 

hoped God would save Daniel, but he couldn’t be sure, because he 

didn’t know God like Daniel did. He couldn't eat or sleep all night 

long while Daniel was down in the den . . . (to Host) with you and 

your ferocious friends. 

 

“When the sun rose, King Darius rushed to the den and had the 

stone removed. And what did he find?” 

 

HOST: “Well . . . you’re not going to believe this . . . but Daniel was 

fine! We couldn’t eat him! We tried—you bet we tried. But God 

sent an angel to close our mouths. We couldn’t even scratch him.” 

 

Host scratches at the air. 



 

COMMUNICATOR: “King Darius asked Daniel if God had been 

able to save him. Daniel said this: 

 

Open the Bible to Daniel 6:21-22 (NIrV) and read. 

 

“Your Majesty, may you live forever! My God sent his angel. And his 

angel shut the mouths of the lions. They haven’t hurt me at all. 

That’s because I haven’t done anything wrong in God’s sight. I’ve 

never done anything wrong to you either, Your Majesty. 

 

“King Darius was overjoyed that Daniel was safe. He ordered them 

to take Daniel out of the den and get the men who had said bad 

things about Daniel. He threw THEM into the den instead!” 

 

HOST: “Oh, yeah. Those guys were tasty!” 

 

COMMUNICATOR: (Cutting off the Host) “Well . . . thank you Mr. 

Lion—I mean, León—for joining us today. You helped us get to the 

bottom of what really happened to Daniel.” 

 

Host stands up to exit and says this last line as he’s leaving. 

 

HOST: “And thank YOU for having me! (To audience) I’ll see you all 

later! (To Communicator) I think they’re feeding us steak tonight.” 

 

SFX: “Circle of Life” from The Lion King 

 

Host exits. 

 

WRAPPING UP THE STORY 

COMMUNICATOR: “Wow. A real lion here on the [your 

environment’s name] stage. I think that’s a first! 

 

“It’s pretty amazing to hear how God protected Daniel. And that’s 

not the end of the story! See, after King Darius threw the other big 

bosses to the lions, he made a new law. He decreed that everyone 

should worship and honor Daniel's God—the God of the 

Israelites—OUR God! 

 

“Daniel never tried to take credit or say he’d escaped on his own. 

He gave all the credit to God. That’s why King Darius realized our 

God must be the One True God. 

 

“The best way to honor God is to always give Him credit. That’s the 

one thing to remember today. 

 

CG: Bottom Line Slide 



 

[Bottom Line] “Honor God by giving Him credit. Say that with 

me!” 

 

KIDS and COMMUNICATOR: [Bottom Line] “Honor God by 

giving Him credit.” 

 

COMMUNICATOR: “We can honor God and thank Him for all He 

does for us every day. Let’s pray and thank Him right now.” 

 

CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide 

 

Pray 

COMMUNICATOR: “Dear God, we love You so much! Thank You 

for being faithful to save Daniel from the lions. Thank You for this 

great reminder that we should always give You credit for 

everything You’re doing in our lives. Help us to show others how 

amazing You are and how much You love us. We love You, and we 

pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 

 

Worship Team enters as Communicator prays. 

 

9:30/11:30/5:30 

 

9:45/11:30 

WORSHIP (after the Communicator Script)  

WORSHIP LEADER: “Yes! I love praising God with you. Let’s 

continue to sing and honor our wonderful God as we worship 

Him.” 

 

SFX: “You Make My Heart Sing” / track 11 from Every Beat 

 

 

9:33/11:33/5:33 

 

9:48/11:33 

LANDING 

COMMUNICATOR:  So as you head to small group, think about 

this. . .” 

CG: BL Slide:  “Honor God by giving Him credit.” 

 

“Now it’s time to talk more in Small Groups about how YOU can 

give God credit—through all the ups and downs of life. Have fun!” 

 

9:35/11:35/5:35 

 

9:50/11:35 

Kids to Small Groups 

 

SFX: Play fun music as the kids exit. 

 

 

 


