PRODUCTION

SEPTEMBER 14™

Bible Story: Joshua and the Spies « Numbers 13-74
Bottom Line: God can give you courage when others
are afraid.

Monthly Memory Verse: When I'm afraid, | put my
trust in you. Psalm 56:3 (NirV)

8:45/10:45/12:30 | PC (HOST) takes the stage; encourages kids to begin clean up; hypes kids for
Large Group
9:15/11:00 B Gives cue to Tech to begin 30 second monthly countdown
B Y2 House Lights Remain UP until end of Bust Out
8:48/10:48/12:33 | SFX: 30 Second Countdown
9:18/11:03 Bustout -
8:51/10:51/12:36 | Welcome & Announcements
9:21/11:18 Boo-YAH!
PRAY
8:55/10:55/12:40 | OPENER
HOST: "Hey, hey, movers and shakers! Welcome! I'm so glad you're here for another
9:25/11:10 day of our ‘On the Move' adventure!

"Today, we're playing 'Which Way Would You Move?'! On any big journey, there are
moments when you have to make a choice—do you charge ahead or do you hold
back? I'm going to describe an exciting, maybe a little bit tricky, adventure situation.
If you think, 'Awesome! Let's GO for it!"” move to THIS side of the room!

Point clearly to one side. Optional: Use painter’s tape to make a line down the
middle of your room to clearly create two sides of the room.

“But if you think, ‘'Whoa, that sounds a little scary! Maybe NOT!" you'll move to THIS
side!

Point clearly to the other side.

"Got it? Listen carefully to the adventure, then make your move!

AUDIO: Play high-energy music

"Okay, first adventure! Imagine you're hiking deep in the jungle, and your map
shows there’s a hidden waterfall nearby . .. BUT the path to get there looks super-
dark and spooky! Which way would you move? To the ‘Let’'s Go!’ side or the ‘Maybe
Not?’ side? Make your move!

Pause as kids move. Comment on the split—maybe ask a kid or two briefly why they
chose their side. Keep it light and fun.

“Interesting choices! Okay, back to the middle for the next adventure! You're at a
super-tall adventure park, and you have a chance to try zip-lining way, way, WAY up




high above the trees! Which way would you move? ‘Let's Go!" or ‘'Maybe Not?' Move
it, move it!

Pause as the kids move. Comment again.

“Alright, one more! You're exploring, and you find a shaky old rope bridge crossing
over a wide, pretend canyon! It looks like it might hold you . . . Which way would you
move? To the ‘Let’'s Go!’ side or the 'Maybe Not?’ side? Show me your move!

Pause as the kids move. Comment. Continue as many rounds as there is interest.

“Awesome job making those choices, adventurers! It's interesting to see how some
of us feel super-brave about one thing, and others of us feel brave about something
else! Sometimes, even when a lot of people around us feel scared or want to turn
back, we might feel God helping us to be courageous. Today, we're going to see
how God is always with you! And because God is with you, something awesome
happens: you get more courageous. God can give you courage when others are
afraid. Say it with me!”

SLIDE: Bottom Line

HOST AND KIDS: /Bottom Line] "God can give you courage when others are
afraid!”

HOST: “"He absolutely can! Now, let’s get our hearts ready to worship the God who
goes with us and gives us courage!”

Host exits as Worship Leaders enter.

9:00/11:00/12:45
9:30/11:15

WORSHIP
Worship Leaders enter as Host exits.

WORSHIP LEADER: "Hey, everybody! What's up? It's SO good to see all of you here
today! That last game looked like a ton of fun—you guys were crushing it! Now, we
get to switch gears just a little bit and do something super-important, something
that helps us connect with God, the One who gives us strength and courage for all
those challenges. That's worship! This is our time to sing, to shout, to focus on how
amazing God is, and to tell Him how much He means to us. Are you ready to make
some noise and give God your best today? Awesome! Let's get started!

AUDIO: “Brave” / track 7 from Everything to Me
Optional Video: “Brave” Dance Moves or Live Lyrics Video

"Awesome! Wow, that was incredible worship, you guys! | love hearing your voices
and seeing you connect with God like that. Now, let's get comfortable, find our seats,
and get ready to dive into God's Word to hear an amazing true story from the Bible!”

9:03/11:03/12:48
9:33/11:18

BIBLE STORY
SLIDE: Theme Background

Storyteller enters as Worship Leaders exit. Board is up in front of the room, and the
chair holding the seven “Bible Story Signs” and the thumbtacks/tape/needed
adhesion supplies is placed nearby.

INTRODUCTION

STORYTELLER: “Hey, everyone! You might have been here the last few weeks, but if
not, let me tell you about something awesome we're doing this year! We're going to
go through the key stories of the Bible so we'll know the full story from cover to




cover!

“Part of the reason God gave us the Bible is so we could get to know Him. So as we
go through the Bible this year, we'll get to know Him!

GOD'S BIG STORY OPENER (OPTIONAL)
“We're going to go through God's Big Story! (Gesture to slide.)

SLIDE: God'’s Big Story

“Each week, we'll go through a key story in the Bible, and add a picture to our
timeline here so we know where we've been in God’s Big Story! (Gesture to timeline.)

“Before we dive into our story today, let's catch up to see what has happened so far
in God's Big Story!

“Adam and Eve were the first people God made. God made them to be His close
friends! But they sinned, and it pulled them away from God. God wanted them to be
close to Him, but they couldn’t anymore! God didn't go away, but people’s hearts
did. It was so sad. And everyone who was born after Adam and Eve was born with
the same problem—they couldn’t be close friends with God either.

“And awful things happened to the world too. Pain, sickness, and death entered into
it.

“But God didn’t want to leave things that way! So He started His great rescue plan.
And this great rescue was going to come through a family! So God started His great
rescue with a man named Abraham. God talked to Abraham and promised to bless
the whole world through his family. Abraham’s family grew and grew—just like God
had promised. They became God's people. For a time, they were enslaved in Egypt.
But then God called Moses to lead them out of Egypt to freedom. God did amazing
things to rescue His people—He showed His power through ten plagues and even
parted a sea. But now God's people were free! That's where we are in God's Big
Story!

SETTING UP THE STORY
STORYTELLER: “"We're continuing our journey through the Bible today in the book of
Numbers (hold up Bible)—that's the fourth book of the Bible.

“This book of the Bible is called Numbers because it talks about counting God'’s
people as they were traveling.

“And God's people were traveling! They were out of Egypt and on their way to the
land God promised them—the Promised Land! But they had to journey through the
wilderness to get there.

“Traveling in the wilderness wasn't always easy. Sometimes God's people got scared
and complained, especially when they couldn't find food or water. But God always
provided for them—He sent special bread from heaven called manna, and even
made water come out of a rock! They also had quail to eat every day—which might
have tasted like chicken. God also gave them His good laws, like the Ten
Commandments, to help them love Him and live His way. God always took care of
His people.

“I'm going to need some volunteers to put up some pictures from our story up on
this board (or other arrangement) up here. Who wants to volunteer to come up?
Raise your hand. (Choose a volunteer.,)

"Great! Here's the first picture! Can you put it up right there for me?




Give the volunteer the first picture—"God'’s People Traveling/Manna.” Direct them to
the board and the chair of adhesion supplies and to adhere the picture on the board.
Be sure to instruct them to adhere the picture to the far left of the board to leave
room for the remaining six pictures. Thank the volunteer and instruct them to return
to their seat once the picture is adhered.

“Thank you for putting up that picture! You can return to your seat. This is our first
picture, and it's a picture showing God's people on their journey. God's people were
traveling through the wilderness to their new home God had prepared for them—
the Promised Land!

SLIDE: God'’s People Traveling/Manna (optional)

GOD SENDS OUT THE SPIES

STORYTELLER: "After about two years, God's people finally arrived at the edge of
Canaan—that's another name for the Promised Land! God told Moses, their leader:
Open the Bible to Numbers 132 (NirV) and read.

“Send some men to check out the land of Canaan. | am giving it to the Israeljtes.
Send one leader from each of Israel’s tribes.”

"So, twelve spies were chosen to go secretly explore the new land. Let me get a
second volunteer to put up a picture of the spies.

Storyteller invites the second volunteer and gives them the “Spies Setting Out”
picture to put up. Make sure the second picture is close to the first, leaving room for
the other pictures.

"Here come the spies!

SLIDE: Spies Setting Out (optional)

“These spies traveled all over Canaan for forty days! God wanted them to see what
the land was like, what kind of food grew there, and who lived there.

“When the spies came back, they had a lot to say! First, they showed everyone the
amazing food they found! The fruit was HUGE! It took two of the spies to carry one
cluster of grapes on a pole between them! God really had made the land plentiful!
“This is what they said to Moses:

Open the Bible to Numbers 13:27 (NirV) and read.

“We went into the land you sent us to. It really does have plenty of milk and honey!
Here's some fruit from the land.”

“Let me get a volunteer to hold up a picture of the grapes!

Storyteller invites third volunteer to come up and put the third picture up—the
“Giant Grapes” picture.

“Look at these grapes!
SLIDE: Giant Grapes (optional)

“The spies were excited about the land, but then they went on to share:




Open the Bible to Numbers 13:28 (NirV) and read.

“But the people who live there are powerful. Their cities have high walls around them
and are very large.”

“It was true. There were powerful people living in the land—some of them really
were giants. Their cities did have high walls. But one of the spies, named Caleb, had
something to say about that. He knew that God was with the people. Listen to what
happened:

Open the Bible to Numbers 13:30 (NirV) and read.

Then Caleb interrupted the men speaking to Moses. He said, “We should go up and
take the land. We can certainly do it.”

“Joshua, one of the other spies, agreed with Caleb. But the other ten spies had
forgotten that God was with them. They were terrified! They were so scared that they
spread a bad report among God's people.

Open the Bible to Numbers 13:37-33 (NirV) and read.

“We can't attack those people. They are stronger than we are. The men spread a bad
report about the land among the Israelites. They said, “The land we checked out

destroys those who live in it. All the people we saw there are very big and tall. . .. We
seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes. And that'’s also how we seemed to them.”

"Oh no, they spread a bad report! The ten spies basically were saying that the
powerful people and their high walls were stronger than God. Which isn't true—God
is the biggest and strongest! Let me get another volunteer up here to hold a picture.

Storyteller invites fourth volunteer and gives them the “Walled City/Giants” picture
to put up.

SLIDE: Walled City/Giants (optional)

“When God'’s people heard this scary report from the ten spies, what do you think
they did? Did they remember that God was with them? Did they remember that God
is the most powerful of all and that He was going to give the land to them? Sadly,
no. They started complaining, feeling very afraid, and spreading their fear.

Storyteller invites fifth volunteer and gives them the “People Crying/Complaining”
picture to hold.

SLIDE: People Crying/Complaining (optional)

“Their fear spread and spread until the people even said, ‘Let's choose a new leader
and go back to Egypt!’

“Joshua and Caleb tried again! Right in the middle of everyone being scared, they
spoke up to remind God's people of God! They said:

Open the Bible to Numbers 14:7-9 (NirV) and read.

“We passed through the land and checked it out. It's very good. If the LORD is
pleased with us, he'll lead us into that land. It's a land that has plenty of milk and
honey. He'll give it to us. But don't refuse to obey him. And don't be afraid of the
people of the land. We will swallow them up. The LORD is with us. So nothing can
save them. Don't be afraid of them.”




“God was with them! And He is the biggest, strongest, most powerful of all! They
didn’t need to be scared of those people. God was with them and God would make
sure they lived in the land He had promised them.

“Joshua and Caleb trusted God, when no one else did. And God gave them courage
to face those powerful people and their tall walls. Joshua and Caleb stood strong!

Storyteller invites the sixth volunteer and gives them the "Joshua and Caleb Standing
Firm” picture to put up.

SLIDE: Joshua and Caleb Standing Firm (optional)
“But the people wouldn't listen. They focused on their fear and not on God.

GOD WAS HURT

STORYTELLER: "God was so hurt that His people didn’t trust Him after all He had
done for them. He had parted a sea and brought them water from a rock, and still
they didn't trust Him.

“Moses prayed for the people, and God forgave them. But because they were too
afraid to trust God and move into the land He promised, God said that that whole
group of grown-ups (except for brave Joshua and Caleb) would not enter the
Promised Land. Instead, they would have to keep moving and wandering in the
wilderness for forty total years, until a new generation grew up who would trust Him.

Storyteller invites the seventh volunteer and gives them the “People Wandering in
the Desert” picture to put up.

SLIDE: People Wandering in the Desert (optional)
“That was a long time to wander.

“Joshua and Caleb, because they chose to trust God and be brave even when
everyone else was afraid, eventually DID get to lead the next generation into that
good land.

Host enters.

WRAPPING UP THE STORY

STORYTELLER: “Wow. The people were really scared. God wanted them to go into
the Promised Land and take it over. He had promised that He was giving it to them!
Over and over, they had seen Him do strong and powerful things! God’s people
knew He is strong and powerful. But they focused and focused on the tough things
that were in front of them. And their fear got really big, while their view of God got
really small.

“But that's not what happened with Joshua and Caleb! Even though they were facing
the same tough things as the other spies—there really were powerful giants in the
land—they chose to focus on God. Their view of Him got bigger and bigger, and
their fears got smaller and smaller. They trusted God, and He gave them the courage
to face the tough things.

“Joshua and Caleb showed us something so important:
SLIDE: Bottom Line

[Bottom Line] "God can give you courage when others are afraid. Say that with
me.”




STORYTELLER and KIDS: /Bottom Line] "God can give you courage when others
are afraid.”

WHAT'S OUR PART IN THE STORY?

STORYTELLER: "When we think about Joshua and Caleb and the other spies, we can
remember that God is always, always bigger and stronger than anything we face.
And if we think and think and think about God'’s strength and His bigness and His
power, our view of Him will grow bigger and bigger until the thing we're afraid of
will get smaller and smaller in our minds! Other people might be scared, and that's
okay! We can be brave because we know God is with us and He is bigger than
anything! God is the biggest!

“We can ask the Holy Spirit inside of us for help when we need a reminder that we
are not alone, or if we need a reminder that the God who is with us is bigger and
stronger than anything we'll face.”

“So, when you're in a situation and maybe others are afraid, remember that God is
with You and He is the strongest! Remember you can ask God, through His Spirit, to
give YOU the courage to trust Him, to do the right thing, and to maybe even help
others be brave too! Let's pray.”

PRAYER

STORYTELLER: "Dear God, thank You for the story of Joshua and Caleb and the
courage they showed because they remembered that You were with them and You
are stronger than anything. Sometimes it's easy to listen to fear, especially when
others around us are afraid. Please help us to remember You are with us and You are
stronger than anything! Through Your Spirit inside of us, give us the courage to trust
You, to be brave, and to stand up for what's right, even when it's hard. Help us live
like Joshua and Caleb, knowing You are with us and You are the strongest. We love
You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

Optional Video (Media Package). Theme Loop

9:15/11:15/1:00
9:45/11:30

WORSHIP LEADER: Let's say our Memory Verse together. It's Psalm 56:3.

SLIDE: Memory Verse

“Let’s read it together:”

WORSHIP LEADER and KIDS: “When I'm afraid. | put my trust in you. —Psalm 56:3”
WORSHIP LEADER and KIDS “Trusting God! That's key. When we trust God, we can
have confidence no matter what others say, because we know and believe that what
He says about us is more true than what anyone else says! You are a child of a Father

who loves you!

AUDIO: "Yes | Am” / track from Ready, Set Move!
Optional Video: “Yes | Am” Dance Moves Video (Media Package) or Live Lyrics Video

9:19/11:19/1:04
9:49/11:34

LANDING

COMMUNICATOR: So as you head to small group, think about this. . ."
CG: Bottom Line Slide

[Bottom Line] "God can give you courage when others are afraid!"

It's time to talk more in Small Groups! Have fun!”

9:20/11:20/1:05
9:50/11:35

Kids to Small Groups
SFX: Play fun music as the kids exit.







