August 30, 2026

The masterpiece is you.

The False Self: The self that finds
its identity in what | do,
what | have,
and who | can be to others.

The False Self

Who thinks the quality of my car Problems with the false self:
determines my quality as a This is my false self. 1. The false self the only self we're
person? aware of.

"The roots of our false self lie in our
childhood discovery that we can
secure love by presenting
ourselves in the most flattering
light."
— David G. Benner, The Gift of
Being Yourself

2. The false self is never satisfied; it
is always looking for more:
do more, have more, be seen as
more.
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*igorous religious practices, devoted
iscipleship, sacrificial service, deeper
devotional activities may do nothing
more than turn a nominally religious How can | put off the false self and
false self into a fanatically religious receive who God says | am?
false self."
— Robert Mulholland, The Deeper
Journey
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So God created mankind in his
own image, in the image of God he
created them; male and female he
created them.

Genesis 1:27

God stepped back, looked at
humanity, and said,
‘My masterpiece!’

As for you, you were dead in your
transgressions and sins...

) Ephesians 2:1
Then why did | feel so bad about

my car?

Rather than receiving our identity
as God’s Masterpiece,
we look for our identity in what we
do, have, and to be seen by others.
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The false self demands that you
create your identity on your own,
which always leads to death.
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God saw all that he had made, and
it was very good.
Genesis 1:31

My true self: My identity as
created in God’s image,
a masterpiece.

The false self is death,
the result of sin entering the world.
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What do dead things need?




They need resurrection life.
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Jesus, | believe you love me, and in
your mercy offer me forgiveness
and grace through your death and
resurrection.
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Text ‘esus'to 757-300-1173
Get your free Bible from the lobby.
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But because of his great love for
us, God, who is rich in mercy,
made us alive with Christ even
when we were dead in
transgressions—it is by grace you
have been saved.

Ephesians 2:4-5
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We receive our true self from God
by believing in Jesus.
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Jesus, | believe that trusting you is
the path to life, when | receive my
True Self from you as your
Masterpiece.
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For we are God’s masterpiece,
created in Christ Jesus...
Ephesians 2:10

Grace cannot be earned by what
you do.
Grace is received as a gift.
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Jesus, | believe that | was created
as your masterpiece, but have
sinned against you and need
forgiveness.
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Receive your True Self, a
masterpiece, through a time of
daily surrender.
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